The Originall from whence it ſprin; 
he Root out oy which it grows 
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__ +» To the Reader.. 4 


F thou haſt any leaſurs from rang tl 

., or exclaming againſ} the bitter cn. 

rentions of this preſent age, whith have 
1 WR eat oui moſh mens content in themſelves, CEE 

8 $Gandihbeir pleaſingueſſe to others; Here are ſome fer: 
$ 35 F mh propoſed to thee, as thou wilt an- 5 
3 2 Seer 


I when thine eyes come 10 be 
17 7 is 5 1 time W 


j 5 threaten that is hens 
2 no true ecurity for 1 
WU 10 
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and ſcanning. 155 Dowll 75 bed, bier N 
we oy Bath all kinde of RT 172 5 bee 
paints and guilds, that be may ins for true. He 
bath Sale are fur the groſer ſort, whom he can 
content with any thing ; 15 1 more 2 fuffe for 
ſuch as look more narrowly into things : Men that are 
openly Vaine and propbane, yet can lech bee beaten 
of from it, but that they love God, and babe ſuch a 
aith as vill carry them to heaven; though they doe 
not live ſo ſtrictiy as others yet they believe i in Chriſt, 
andibass is God looks afie. 
This deceit. thom ſeeſt through ob fitter ſouls} 
FA. but know wit hall, the De pill bath more curious coun- 
1 terfeits, wherein there is the exat? proportion of the 
++ thin ne reſembled, all but the life and [power'; M, be 
is cunning alſo in imitating the life and power of 
every thing, he hath a reſemblanse of that too ( for 
obeſe that will not ot ber wiſe be content) to keep them 
from. attaining the truth and ſubſtancs which if they- 
Were not thus deceived by him, "with. the femili- 
=_— - tude of ,.. they would vot ceaſe 20: prrfue. ® | 
—— 'T how art canfident thou art not deceived ſeare af I 
I thas are deceived; the De vill could not dective the 
* wa is NEV be did not t vinbal ol, -— il 
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| thee io iry and iry vans oy Ns. 47 25 
much: advantage thy-very confidence 7 
tbes may}. be confident upon knowltdge,now' en art 8 a 
7 deng but pen ſuppoſtion; and if thou Jbou{deſs* - _ © = 
' provemiſtaken , thou would:ſt haVe 10g | 5 
e thy ſelfe , and bewdile thy confidence 
thou vilt be more angry that thou wert profſed no © 
forther to tryal, then thon art now offended 9 
art preſſed ſo much to it. Thou art but a Traveler 
in this world, and yet thou wilt look after a ſure title LY 
in theſe tranſitory things; s ob look that there be not a EY 
flaw in thy title to thy true inheritance : Aud if thy _ 
ſpirit be ſeriouſly bent towards this employment , here 
perhaps" the Lord may adminiſter to thee ſome help 
and direction, or furniſh thee better ſome other Way 

when be ſhall ſee good. 

The way of tryall here propounded. is certaine, 
though ſomem hat difficult, yea, indeedaltozether im- 
feſuble without the help of Gods Spirit: And yet, 
5 ſweeter, ſafer, truer direction can be given, to. 
us poore, weak , empty creatures, "who ars nothing, 
"who can doe nothing, then to fly to him wheirablors- 
do all things, zo iſſue out that power to us, and manage 
jt in us, whereby the thing we defire may be ef 2 od ds. 
5 23 * waize quietly upon bim in our preſent in cer... 
t A DS 8 N 
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the Lord ſpall delt thee. 
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Thine in what the Lord pleaſeth, 


Iſaac Pennington, 
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Joux. Vs Rs. 18.13. 1 
But as many a5 rece;vedhim, to them gave he power to 
become the ſonnes of God, even to them that belicus on bis 
Name; WP 
. © which were born net of blood, nov 1 will ofthe „ 
fiſb, nor of the will of man, but of 8 God... FCC 


Bees to Cod bei his Ward) his: preſets, and one 
21 N neſſe cel, vorſ. 1. oy wt influence 5 — all 2 jon 
— he gave them their being, verſe3, he gabe them their lis 
too ( for it was firft in him ) and > life contains allchar i 
light that man at any time reseiveth, either naturall ot ſplti- 
all, eicher from and chrough the creaiurts in at the oo 
— 


| of his own fence and reaſon; or mor 
the Spirit of God, into hizown Giri werſg 


"Haring © chus given 8 generall and id pithy 


Bie goc * 2 By his name, His venice was Jobs . 1 
By the end of his comming it was for to be a witneſſe, to 7 
ftific ſomewhat from God e * * $6 Cot 


n by the Uarkenelle, thes this was 3 
;ndeed: 5.To whac end he wis io witneſſe this, h allthrough 
him might pbk that by his meanes men might univerſally 

come to ackys Joe'thiel hr, and to caſt themſelves upon it, 
1 to lead them 1 E ife, verſ.7, 

"oY In verſ.8 he removes a miſtake which might ariſe in men 

2 minds, concerning this end; He was notthat light, but tobeare 

witnefſe of that light ; as if hee had ſaid, do not miſtake, he was . 
not this light 2 Same Kot cortharengd co be the light, * 
but only to * teſtimony from God concerning the light; 1 
2 wenkie that Ben a not have fetoutle to 
ho ta.the light he war to point with the finger at Sore, 

nd to fend men thither. 


85 e why Fobe.could nor bee H, 
. e the pr e. this light: This Bhs A 
| $4 was deſcri 3 who hath all pt 
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ö ight of main re every Nes — } 

9 Is che * world. -M 
very bghs, b but only bad, | « 
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gave it its being, it was the workmanſhip of his hands and ye; | 


the world knew him not; though he had not forgotten the 
world, but came in due time to look after it, yet the world 
had forgotten him and knew not who he was. $5 2 
Vea, he came to bis mne, verſ 11, his owu people the Iewes, 
whom he had ſelected out of the world; whom be had al- 
wayes cheriſhed , to whom hee had promiſed this comming of 
his, and who had long expected ic, and yet they received 
him not, by a ot 
All this ſeemeth to be the Anſwer of an Obje&ion, ſuch an 
8 as this: K 
jet. If Chriſt was the light, what need he have ſue an 
one 25 John to goe and proclaime it? what need Jabs come to 


beare witneſſe of him ? light diſcovers ir-ſelfe ; The Sun needs 


none to goe and proclaime that there is light in it; If this were 
the fountaine of light, the very light indeed; hat need hath 
he of /ohr's teſtimony, of John's finger to point at him 
Ar. Ves, ſaith he, need enough, for though he was in 
the world ; yea, and was the great Architect of the world, yet 
the world kaew him not; and though he came to his own ee 
who had all the light of God that was in the world, yet they 
received him not, The world, they did not know him; the 
Iewes they would not own him; though they did partly know 
him, yet they did not like him. Surely, he who was thus un: 
known, who lay hid in the field of che world, to the world 
who was thus rejected by his own, had great need of zee 
to declare to the world who he was, and to reſtifie to 11 
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lubbor n Jewes, their rebel ion againſt the light e 
But then it may further be demanded, what did the Jewes, 
looſe by not receiving, or what ſhould che world ga ine h com: 
ming to this light, when they were pointed to it by eh © 5. 
Why very much, as verſe the 2 ath holds out: Bat f 
received bim, to them gave be power to become the ſonnet g. 
They ſhould gains this great dignity to be the ſons. of Gag 
0 Inion and Fellowſhip with him, they thou 
te of his honour from, and incereſt in the Fache 
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weuld give them this priviledge, te become che ſonnes of the. 
: mog High; to go and call hic 8 deſire any fan 
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act of Him; and if he be queſtioned for it, tell him Chriſt bid 
him doe ſo; hee gave him this right and priviledge, to bee a 
fonne: What meanes that? what is it to have a Father? What 
is it to be a ſonne © My ROE 5 

E includes thefe three things in Its 

1. Carefull education by the Father. 

2. A ſonlike ſpirit in himſelf from the Father, 

3. A foulike inheritance for himſelf with the Father, 

Each of theſe is included in this prerogacive of being a 
ſonne. ' et a | 

1. Carefull education by the Father, The Father is to nur- 
ture, and bring up his child, ſutable to his own Nate and degree. 
This is an nniverfall law cf nature, and univerſally obſetved 
by every creature; every creature brings up, what it brings 
forth; and doubtleſſe the ſubRance of this law is written on 
So.'s heart, who hath written the image of it on every thing 
that comes from him. Now Education hath theſe three things 
In it. | | 
Firſt, Inſtruction in ſuch literature, as becomes ſuch a ſonne: 
Thou maiſt goe to God, for ſuch knojvledge as becomes a ſonne 
of God; thou art to bee brought up in the knowledge of cha 
moſt High, this is thy right; It ir writes in the Prophets, Audtbey 
ſpall be all taught of God; they ſhall all knew me from the leait 

70 bb e. Thc leaſt of them ſhall not want ſutable know- 
ledge; They half all know God whois the precreſt thing to be 
known, and whom it requires the higheſt life to know : T bis 55 
e kryrnull, to know thee the only true God. | 
. Secondly, Preſervation fromdangers. The Father is to pro- 
vide Tutort and Sovernouts to lookto the child, that he dee 


not wropg limſelfe, nor that = elſe wreng him; hen thou 
a ewith thee, and therow the ri. 


paſſet throughthe waters, I will 
veys, they foallnot overflow ther; when thou walkeſt through the 


fire, thou ſhalt not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle upon 


thee : AU. things ſhall work together for good to them that love 


God: The foverefthe field ſuall be as peace with thee.” Creatures, 


men, devils, temtations, fias, corruption; nothing ſhall hurt 
them, nor they ſhall not hurt themnſtlves; nothing can hurt 
them but departing from Gu , arid their Father will look to 
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A Touchſtone or Tryall of Faith, © 5 
that tos; 7 will put my feare in their hearts , that they ſhall not 
denart from mo, Ier. 32.46“ _ * ne 
Thirdly, Proviſion of meat, drink, cloathes,recreations, and 
vhatſeever elſe is needfull for him, ſutable to his degree; This 
God wil take care for too, he will take care of this for the bo- 
dy, Hee that feedsthe Ravens, and cloathes the Lilier, ſhall he 
not much more feed and cleath yen but it is their ſpii le he- 
ſpecially the Father of, that is his child, and ſpirituall meat, 
drink, cloathes, recreations, c. hee will not faile toprovide 
for it: He will give grace and glory, aud no good thing will he wit 
held: The Lions may ſuffer hunger, and want tood for their 
bodies; but none of his ſhail want focd for their ſpi- 
rits; as he promiſeth the poore captive exile, who is baniſhed 
from his preſence and in captivity under Satan, bound in bis pit; 
he promifeth him that he ſhall not die there, nor his bread faile 
there, £9 51.14. The words in the Hebreware inthe future 
tenſe, He ſhall not die inthe Pit, and bis bread ſhall not fails. 
2. A ſonhke ſpiru: It is naturall to the ſonne; to be. like the 
father; but why ?- becauſe he hath it from his father. 'Ged 
alſo will put his Spirit into his Sonnes, 7 wit put my Spirit within 
you; Indeed, it is the ſpirit of a ſon makes a fonne; and there - 
forethoſe that want the ſpirit of ſonnes, ve ſay they ate unna · 
turall. God ſtiould beget unnatural children if he ſhould not 
endue them with a ſonlike Spirit : He could not be a true Father, 
beget a true child, unleſſe be begat his own ſpirĩt in him: Fhere 
eau be no life of a ſonne, no veyce ofa ſonne, no motion of a 
ſonne without the ſpirit, Rows. 8. 9,26. Senfhipand the ſpirit are 
knit together, Gal;y.6. Becanſe pes are Sonwes, Gotthath fans: 
forth the Spirit of bis Soxne into your hearts, crying, Abba Father, 
It belongs to the Father both to beget, and cheriſh a — N 
in his ſon : God hath undertaken for his, as wellthat they ſhall 
be ſons and daughters, at to be a Fathertothem, 2 Cor. 6. 18. He 
will beget in them, and poure ait upon them ſuch a ſonlilee ſprt 
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This all that receive Chri?, muſt have from and with Chriſt; 
allthis God hath given unto Chrift, and he giveth it all with 
himſelfe, ſo that take him and take all. | 

Qaeft. But hat is this ſame reeciving of Chriſt ? who are 
thoſe perſons that receive him? how may we knowthem? 
Au. The next words tell you, It is them that believe on bis 
Name? The name of Chriſt is his power to ſave, to bring 
men out of their miſery and vvretchedneſſe unto this. This 
light comes to lighten men out of their darkneſſe into it ſelfe; 
and who ever lay hold on him he fetcheth them out; who ever is 
faſtened unto him, cannot abide in darkneſſe, but muſt come out 
with him : Now to believe on his name, is to faſten on this 
power of his; faith is that glue which makes the ſoule in whom 
it ie, tick and cleave to Chriſt; and any ſuch ſoules he fetcheth 
them out of the clutches of the Devill preſently, and from a- 
middeſt that power of darkneſſe under which they lay, and 
giveth them this priyiledge to become ſons of God, Act. 26.18. 

- | Queſt, But how may we know thoſe who believe? or how 
come cheſe perſons to believe and receive him before others? 
his own they receive him not; how comes it about that theſe 
receive him? + | 
Ani. That is reſolved in the following verſe, (verſ« 13.) 
they have a new principle of life put into them, which inclines 
them ſo to doe, nbiab were born not of blood , nor of the will of 
the fieſp,ner of the wil ef man, but of God, Theſe perſons come 
to it by a new birth, they come not to faith by the powers of 
nature, but they are new ham before they believe: They have 
a new ſeed of 2a new life put into them, out of which faith 
growes, and from which: it fetcheth ics ability to act. Now 
concerning chis birth, that we may not be deceived about it, 
he ſhewes fili what it is not, whence ic doch not proceed; and 
then What it is, whenee it doth proceed : It is not a birth ef 
2 nor of the will of the fleſh., non. of the mill of man, but ef 
1. Ne of blegd: Blood may import that inſtruction in Religi- 
on and diſpofion towards F igen » Which a. man receiyeth. 


from his Parents; There is a veine of Religon runnes along. 
whkaleblood, audihenian kind of aaa inclination ja all. 
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perſons towards Religion , both which meeting together wich 
ſome addition of inſtruction, will carry a perſon very farre in 
Religious practiſes. This was the Religion of the lewes ge- 
nerally; what they drank in from their parents, and were ace 
cuſtomed to by their education, that they were very liti& in 
the obſervation of. And this is the root of moſt of the Religion, 
at this day in the Word; Turkes, Papiſts, yea, Proteſtants ge- 
nerally ſuck in their 1 wich their blood; indeed, they 
all pretend to a power of God, and ſtrive to make up à kind of 
ſatis faction to themſelves one way or other, whereas the ground 
work whereupon they build is rotten. But this is not the 
true birth; man in the naturall way of generation eannot con» 
vey it; Alrabam did not thus convey it to /ſacc, but he was 
a ſonne by Promiſe; it is not the bleed of Abraham through 
which the Faith of Abra bam runnes. Ow 

2. Nor of the willof the ſteſp: The will of the fleſh being di- 
ftinguiſhed from the will of man, denoeteth the corrupt part 
wich the deſires thereof, which alfo doth operate and has 2 

wer to produce a birth in Religion though not the true birth. 


This will of the fleſh may work a twofold way; either in ones 


ſlfe, or in others; and either way may effect a great chan 
in the perſon, in the reference to Religion, thougl, not t 
true one | 

_ Firſt, There is the will of the fleſh working in à mans ſelfs; 
when 2 man for by- ends, as vaine-glory , profit, quietneſſe 
fake or any ſuch like thing, taketh up the profeſſion and 
practice of Religion; this is from the fl 

principle; when a man takes up Religion, not from a pure con 
viction of conſcience, not fer Religions ſake, but becauſe it 
ſuites with ſuch and ſuch by-ends of his, tends to advantagę 
him in this or chat reſpect. Thus the Phariſees took up meſt 
of their practiſes, out of a defire of honour and gaine ; and it 


+ hath beene obſerved, and known of many in former times, that 
they have been Puritanes on ſuch termes as theſe, to obtaine a 
wife, to pleaſe their friends, to cncreafe their cuſtome and the 


like ; And thus are many things maintained among us at this 
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Touc bſtont er Trail of Faith. 
diſpell, only corrupt ends keep them alive. And thus a man 
may be born ane w as it were, a great change may be made in 
him, and he appeare a new man to all that beheld bim; when 
as it is indeed but the working of the flefh , his proſecuting 
ſome corrupt ends of his own which maketh him thus forward 
and zealous in Religion. 

Secondly, There is this cortupt part, or will of the fleſh, not 
only working in a mans ſelfe but in others alſo; and that is, 
when other men for corrupt ends of their ewn , firive to bring 
on perſons (ſpecially ſuch as may be more eafi ly led) to ſuch 
and ſuch practiſes in Religion, and to zeale in ſuch and ſuch par- 
ticular things: Thus the Phariſees did bring the people into 
many practiſes, for their own corrupt ends; and thus were the 
peore Proſelytes bern, they were brought into a way of Reli- 
gion by the Ie es, who took great palzes to effect it, but made 
them ten times more the children I hell then they were before : 
And this we ſhall ſee, will be the caſe of many poore ſoules at 
laſt, who have followed ſuch guides as have had glorious pre- 
tences in view, but corrupt ends in their hearts; they betome 
ten times worſe at preſent, and will be ten times more miſerable 
at laſt then if they had never known fuch and ſuch wayes of 
Religion, or had not been fo zealous in them. But this is not 
the true birth neither whence true Faith doth flow; all the 
changes that are made in us, from any corrupt end or defire 
of our on, or of any others whatſoever, will bee of little va- 
. Jew to us. | 

3. Nor of the will of man: The will of man being di- 
Ringniſhed fromthe will of the fleſh, notes the pureſt and moſt 
ingenuous part; and that either in a mans felfe or any o- 
ther; It notes, that deſire that 'is naturally in man, to finde 
out God and his will, and te worſhip and pleaſe him, and fo 
to uſe the beſt meanes the ſoule can meet with in referenec there» 
unto, as ſeeking inte his word, hearing, conferting, prayin 
and obfirving what it findes co be his will; This indeed is noble, 
ingenious, and acceptable in the fighr of God in its kind and 
degree; but yet it doth ner rife ſo high as this birth that is 
Bere ſpoken of: All chis proſecuted by the foule, yet will ny 


N 3 22 a 2 * 
py 


* 


2— 
7 


Pr 
/ . 


. whemthey would ; and choſe perſons that were. born of this 
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eee er al of ib. 7 
bring it to God, though Sed doth ordinarily ( if got al- 2 
wayes) bring fuch perſons to himſelſe, whom be thus ſeri- 


-oufly and conftantly inclines. | 
Nor will this -defire in others; with all the meanesr 
can uſe accompliſh it; though they themſelves be new born, 
yet this will not beget another; though the moſt precious 
Saint that is, ſhould never fo earneſtly defire the be tting 
of a ſoule to Ged out of the pureſt ends that might be, and 
ſhonld uſe all ſpitituall means cowards it, pray hard to God, 
diligently ſpread che knowledge of Chtiſt before the petſon + 
and begge on him day after day with teares, to pitty his 4 
oore pel iſhing ſoule, 1 et all this will not dee; Abrabam A 
did as much for Iſmael as could be done, if the will of 
man would have done it; he was carefull to inſtruct his 
whole Family, but in a ſpeciall manner very faine would he 
have had grace breathed into him, Oh that Iſomael might live 
before thee! How faine would 7ſace have had the blefſing 
runne to Eſau! how much did Chrift doe for the Iewes, 
how large were his affections; Oh that then bad brown 
at leaft in this thy day the things that betong unt o thy peace! 
how vaſe his paihes ' All the dey long have I fretobed ont 
my hands to # fooliſh and gain: ſaying prople. So Par for the 
lewes, Rom. g. 2, 30 The Apottles of Chriſt though they did 
travell wich men, yet they could not beget or bring forth 


will of theirs, yet that birth came to nothing, they fell 
away from the Faith afterwards, both from Chriſt while he 
was alive, (as chis book abundantly teſtifies) and from 
the Churches after his aſcention. So that here are the tfifee 
great engines of Religion, which turn all the world upſide 
downe, and make al moſt all dhe changes in Religion amoag 
men, Tradition, ( orruption, Reaſon and Ingennity, they ate af 
here diſcarded; as not being able to convey the true birth 
whencetrue Faith proceeds. $ Be 
Then at laſt, the 1 ſhe wn Mhbenee it did 
not proceed. ſheweth alſo hence it did proreed both the birth 
and the faith; bt of Jod, the birth comes from God, the — 
ö rem 
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from che birth or from the new · born child: God by his 
Spirit, breathes a breath of life into him, puts a new princi- 
ple within him, and by vertue of this he comes to believe on 
Chriſt: God by the power of his Grace, changeth him and 
maketh him a new creature, and then he comes to put forth 
this new act of true and ſpirituall Faith: God foweth a 
ſeed in him, cauſeth this ſeed to grow and at length bringech 
it forth, ſo that the child is. born; and then Faith natural- 
I, after the law and manner of the Divine nature ſprouts 
2 : The firſt act of the living child, is to exerciſe the 
power of Faith , which before lay hid in him. And this is 
done, this birth is brought about, not from a mans own 
will, whether corrupt or ingenuous, nor from the will of any 
elſe, bat from God, from his will, f bis own will begat he w, 
Tam. I. 18. This, and this alone is the true birth, 

For a cloſe to theſe two verſes , take notice of theſe foure 
great truths, wherein much of the Goſpel doth lie; three 
of them are contained in theſe two verſes , the firſt ofthem in 
the fore-going part of the Chapter. 

1. That. Chriſt is the light come into the world to lighten 
men out of their darkaeſle; there is no getting out of ſpiri- 
tuall dacknefſe, but by Chriſt the true and only ſpirituall 
4 light. | 


2. The perſons for whom hedoch this, muſt believe, muſt 


receive him by faich for their light. 

3. Faith proceeds from the new birth, a man muſt be 
new born that he may believe. | 

4+ The priviledge Chriſt beftowes on thoſe that be- 
lieve, whi Mp: this, he gives them Authority to become the 


Chriſt. 

e eee believe on Sods Chriſt , muſt be born of 
Thoſe that are born of Cod, cannot but believe on Chriſt, 

and (Chriſt cannot but lighten them out of their darkneſſe, 
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Verſ. 1. There was A min of the ruhen, 4m 2 "0 
Nicodemis, 4 ruler of the Tewes: : 0 79 
2. The ſame came to Teſus by night, and ſaid ants: Þ 
bim, Rabbi, wa lun that thou? art a teacher come 
from God: for n man can doe theſe mirdcles that thou 
aduoeſt, except God be with him. | 
3. Ieſus auſwered, and ſaid unto bim, verth, Vere, 3 
ly I ſay thee: except 4 man be borne Aline, he can · _ 
not ſee the King dome of God, > * . 
4. Nicodemns ſaiih unto bim, How an am be lens 
when hee is old? can he enter the Wan time into bis 
mothers womb 2 be borne > | i 
5. Jeſus. anſwered, Verußy, verih I ſay unto „ bl Ex- 
cept 4 man be bors of water and of the Spirit , be cannot 
enter into the Kingdome'ef God. 4 
6. That which 6 i 55 of the fleſh, is ; fleſh: 5. and —_— 
that which i ſs 5 borate of the ſpirit 15 ſpieis. Ln -J 


has 1 2 
Keie 1 an a excetlen. Pier beweene Chriſt — Wr 

codemas conaerning true Faith; lebs had deſeribed it be- 
fore in the twelf and chirttenth verſes of the firſt Chap % 
where hee had ſhewed that theſe: that did indeed oy, 
were ; bps. 01 God This ne ye mares rin which did 
entitle (em unte Chriſt. and whereupar 2 a Wade 
the right © f Jonthl cond (roles, not 
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lewss; tomes. to Chriſt by. night, ao PET him to 
' be a Teacher from God, one who had the will of God 
revealed mon na my hi 1 and came to make it 
known unto nes of men: Hee. giveth. Chrift the 
md which laduced bin thus to beter „ vrhich was, 
uſe of the fignes hee thewed , the wonders hee did, 
vehich w man could doe nnfeffe God were with him. 
Tho: things he did were deyond the working of any hu- 
mane power , thereſore God muſt needs be with char perſon 
who deth them ; he comes as oe that would bes di 
( h hee comes not ſo openly as ethers did) and at 
firſt falate , hee —— oy Chris to bea Teacher 
from Heaven by Sed, 1 | his reaſon withall, where- 
by hee could not chuſe hut fo , which was no meane 
one neicher, but drawn from rhe mighty things Chriſt 
dig, wherein the very power of God did appear to the eye 
reaſon evidencing unto: it y loving Spring from 
whence he came, an r loveng with 
him: This is expr 3 
In the — "Chai 82 
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ont o Tryall of Faith 13; 

To ſer this Kingdome, is an act of Faith, which is the eye 
wherewith wee behold, every ſpirituall thing, (his 22 
man hath, bur he that is born agaibe, he chat is Berg froz 
above 1 This eye doth not lie kid in nature, and ſo only 
wants ſomevrhãt to cleare it, aud draw forth tbe act of it; 
but it belongs co a new birth ; he that is begotten and born 
of God, hee hath this eye in him, and none elſe: There - 
fore Nicodewns conſidet thy miſtake, Thou thinkeſt be- 
cauſe thou ſeeſt by an eye of reaſon that I am come from 
God, and arr drawne by thy reaſon and ingenuity to 
acknowledge and owne it, that therefore thou believeſt: 
No, no, Nirodema, if thou haſt Faith, it ariſeth from 
another ground then the fight of my miracles, it comes from 
a new birth in thee, though God may make this uſefull to thee 
al o to help thee to believe; but if thy Faith bave no better 
ground work then this, it is like the fore - mentioned Faith 
of thoſe in the former Chapter, verſ.23, whom I date not, 
I cannot owne as Diſciples. Oh weigh and cenfider 
this, all wife and ingenuoùs men, behold your ſnare , and 
take notice of this alſo, which may help to enervate the 
force of it. | 
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borne? 
Verſe 3. Chriſt doth not abate any thing of what hee 
. hath ſaid, but affirmeth it againe with the ſame vehemency, 
* further opening, and confirming it, /eſ#: a»ſwerd , Verity, ve - 
rily,1 ſay wntothee, Except a man be borne of water and of the 
Spirit, hee cannot emer into the K ing dem of God. 
Doeſt thou c:me to be a Dilciple to learn the way to 
happinefſe? wouldſt thou enter into that Rate of bleſſed- 
neſſe, that I come to preach? thou muſt be born againe; 
pg not carnally, nor of carnall things; but ef water and of 
e beret, | | | | 
2 che better apprehending of this, let us enquire a little 
into theſe enſuing particulars. 
1. What is meant by water 
2. hat it is to be borne of water? 
3. What it is ta be forme of the Spirit: f 
4. Fhatthis extring into the Ring dome of God .is, which none 
naue can due, but that perſonwhich it born of water and of the 
Spirit? gt „ 3 
a « What ts meant by water ? By water is meant, the know - 
ledge of God in Chrift, the fight. of God: in the face of 
Chriſt, wherein eternall life conſiſts. If tho hed, kom 
the. gift of G04, Mc. this wende have arked of him, and hd. 


2M liviog water?” Why » this s life terved, to know thee the 


would baus given thee living water, 1oh.4.10, What is this 
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A'Touchſlont or Trysl of Fab. 17 
onely rewe God, and Teſus Chrift whom thes baft ſent? lo 19. 3. 
The heavenly doctrine of life and ſalvation, is often ex · 
pteſſed in Scriptute, by this tearm of water, A deftrin e 
ſhall drop as the raine, my ſpoeob ſhall. diſtill as the den, 
Deut. 32. 2. & If. 55. 10. Heb. 6. 7. As God is the 
fountaine whence all the life and ſweetneſſe of the creature. 
flowes, whether naturall (/s 5. 9.) or ſpirituall (er. 2. T 3.) 
So thoſe beames of eternall light, thoſe ſtreamings forth of 
life, which iſſue out from God in the knowledge of Ieſus 
Chriſt, they are waters from this fountaine. | 

2. Nhat it is to be born ef mater? It notes that fundamens. 
tall and radicall change which is made in the hart by the 
power of the truths of Chriſt eonveyed thither, and working 
there. 1 g 

There are three great effects of this water. N 

It begets, it waſheth, it nouriſheth; It begets a dead man 
to life, it begets a man unto God); for it is a living and active 
water; or rather it is the ſeed, Whereof a man 15. begotten 
and born; or at leaſt the veſſel, that living veſſel which con- 
taines it: It is that alſo where with he is waſhed after hee 
is born (though there be a waſhing with blood too.) And it 
nouriſheth him after hee is both borne and waſhed, hee 
lives upon the very ſame water that he was borne of and 
with: It is the firſt of theſe effects that is here ſpoken of, 
that ſtroke that water bath in the generation and birth of the 
new creature, He it bory of it. It is by letting in theſe waters 
upon the ſoule and into the ſoule that God changeth it, and 
maketh it anew. Our change in our ſpitits, and our con- 
verſion to God proceedeth from, and is to be attributed to 
that power of truth that God lets in upon us; and to that 
the. Apoſtle aſcribech it (as in many other places) Nom G. 17. 
Tamm. 1. 180. As our firſt change from Cod, was by drinkisg 
of the Devils waters, which, were waters of darkneffe nn 
death, waters of errour and deceit; ſo this great changz ze 
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God 3gaine, is wrought by drinking of Gods. Waren 
ſpirituall waters of life, which. are ' his. truths: which 
holds out unto us, yy is no darkness 
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2 at all, but they are cleare, living, and ſubſtan- 
ti | ; 


3: bat it it to be born of the Spirit? It is to have this 
change from theſe waters wrought in us by the ſpirit. A 
man can never change his own heart, by any of the truths 
of God ; but it muſt be the ſpirit that muſt doe it. This wa- 
ter js too ſpitituall a ſeed for any man to ſow in his own 
heart: No man, no creature can ſow anothers ſeed ; this is | 
the ſpirits ſeed , and hee muſt ſo it if it befown: Chriſt 1 
5 himſelſe openeth and illuſtrateth this further in the eigth verſe 
EF ofthe third Chapter, The winde bloweth where i liſteth,and 
7 tion heareſt the ſound thereef , but cauſ not tell whence it 
* cammeth, nor whither it gesth: So it every onethat 5; borne of 
the Spirit. The Spirit breathes bis own breath, blowes his 
own blaſt, makes his own ſound of life himfelfe in our 
ſpiries, and thus are wee born of him. Ir is not all th: 

es a man can make by che lighe of natural! cruchs, 
nay by the light of ſpiritual! truths, working them upon his 
heart with never ſo much paines, that will amount to a new 
birth; but it muſt be the ſpirit of Chriſt breathing this ſeed | 
into him, and forming him into a new creature by this ſeed 
As it is water or the word of truth, whereby we are begotten; 
So it is God alone Who begets, and that hee doth of his 
own inclination too, Ia. 1. 18. Of his own will begat he us | 
with the word ef truth. | : 

4. What irit to emer imo the Kingdomeof God? The King- 
dowe of God; is his ſpirituall dominion in Chrift , to which 
every ſpitituall thing belongs, and in which all ſpiritual] ex- 
celleneies and bleſſedneſſes are laid up: To enter into this 

Kingdowe, is by a ſpiritua ll act of the ſoule to come within 
the verge and of it, even that very act which V. = 
ane was ſpeaking of, verſ. 2, namely, an act of trve | 

faich ; by laying hold on Ieſus Chriſt and becomming one 
8 hath right unto, and entrance inte 


5 New faith Cri, it is impoſſible for any mat to doe this 
who is net firſt new borne; hee can never truly _ 
| upward, 
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dpward , whoſe earthly nature is not Hrſt changed. 
A man may talk of ſpirituall glories and his 5 5 unto 
them, but of a truth he is not entred thts the Kihgdome, 
nor cannot by trut Faith, who is net borh againe ; und 
that both of water and the ſpirit, To pattake cf che 1 
viledges of Chriſt, to have lift and bleſſedneſſe 
him, requires a birch of water, and of the ſpirit: There 
muſt a new birth of water and the ſpirit precede there, witk- 
out which the perſon is not in # 3 of it ; he uſt bee 
made up againe of water, and that not of his own f 
neither, bur ofthe — formin z and then by Faith ke en- 
ters into the Kin „ und entituled co all the 
priviledges of the ingdome, which without this bieth fores 
going cannot be done. 

Vert 6. In this verſe, Chrift layed down 4 
to confirme the truth he had ſpoken if the former verſe: 
There is à neceſſity of being born of water and the 
rit , or elſe a man cannot enter into the K me; 
that is a fpiricuall sch, and « mas cali a oe 
then hee is, and bee is not ſpiricualt, he is But Aſh , 
if hee be borne but of fleſtr , That which is borad of firſh 2 


Fab. 


r 
pare of it whieh is in ſpirtuall generation 

production; for that power of mam, water” with the 
meanes and engines that hee can corre by (Whether nHateu- 
rall of Providers whereby tis works 2 c iy Nis n 
heart or upon others, in imicacioft of char E which 
Eod dens doch ; and enn work, by ks Spire! Nite, 
Reaſon, Arr, with an the 5dvantage rhey edt des 
fire or have; Nature 4 nd 2 | 
and art ; Nature firn gray i the 
knowledge of God, — c0 be ke + 
hit image, to dbey him e. This is here ment 


— —— — 2 
Wo Ser ede e wick bi r uur ee Sie 3 


nac 


6 
: x 3 
$ ER CIO „ E 
— Cc 
IP x % TED . 
* 0 — . 
” 4 * STS 
z Pad 
7 4 4 
FAG / 
\ \% * 
* 
— 4 
- 


; os. ? © + 
8 2 * S N 


J ͤ NS ERAS 
r 


_ 8 ** ö Web... A SE x no I odig 
WY 1 * n r * * * 2 3 bg 
481 * . > 17 Fad 4G. N = * 7 5 
a 9 x ; b 
2 2 F 2 e ; 
„ ˙ DO , 
9 8 e = * — 1 
— IX 2: 0 — 
8 5 4 a 4 
4 © . , g 
8 © 2 14 f 9 & 12 
. *» 3-5 : 4 : * : 
& * 4 ; 1 4 * ws, : * 4 
% - *% N * 
. 


| genuity) then if it were underſtood in a more groſſe 


5 To bee borne of the fleſh, denotes the greateſt change that : 
/-peſſibly can be made in a man by this power with all the 
meanes that it can uſe: The change is ſo great, that a man is 
ne born, becomes « new man, is changed inſide and out- 
6de, both to his own appearance, and in the thoughts of 
others. It is an imitation of that work whereby God 
brings a man forth a new man. The fleſh will take bis 
doales, ſet about his work and ſeem to produce the ſame 
affect, bring forth che Nen Hirth; but, in truth and ſub- 
anac, it fals ſhort of ir, ſot it ĩs but fleſh : This birch, when 
amanhath done all he can, uſed all che ſpitituall meanes hee 
can, yet iv is but fleſh, The fruit can have no more vertue 
gt Hrength and ſpiritualiey chen the root had from whence 
it dia proceed, which was hut fleſn; and though there were 
fever ſo many ſpirituall engines. in the hand of fleſh, yet 
this will not alter the caſe; for thoſe engines cannot werk 
of chemſelyes, and the fleſh cannot make them work ſpiritu- 
ally: So that all the births produced by man; are but fleſply, 
all the changes man can make in his owt heart, or any 
elſe, is but from fleſh to fleſh , from groſſer fleſh to fleſh .. 
ſomewhet .more., refined. . Converfion by Miracles and 
$rong. arguments, is but à fleſbly convetſion; all the 
Wayes that man can take to bring his owne heart co believe, 
2 to sloſe in wich Ohriſt, to love Chriſt, can produce but a 
"== flefaly Faicb, a fleſhly love; all the wayes. man can take to 
ET. Kill and ſubdue Gnnein him, it is but a fleſhly mortifying 
of lane figne;js truly alive for allrhis, and will diſcover ics / 
life: again; when it ſees its time. Chrift doth. eſpecially allade 
tothe. Miraclegxhat were in Nycodemws his eye; wer't thou 


at the root he is but fſeſhly; Thechangeis made 

4 hing changed is Bill bu: fleſh, how ; 

* Think well of it, it 

.3 all the wayes and meanet man 
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A raub flenc er Tryall of Faith, 
can uſe, to bring up his heart to God, they are but fleſhly, 
and ean produce but fleſhly operations in him; all this Faith 
and holineſſe, though raiſed to never ſo great an height; it 
is but that his heart muſt bee mortified to, if ever ihe live 

rieua ll. 10 2 17 
Oh] it would be ſweet and profitable to conſider — 
bundanee of fleſhly changes, wherewith the Devill hs 
men : They ſce a reall change in themſelyes, and ſo think they 
ate ſure; whereas it is but a reall fleſnly change, not 2 
reall- ſpirituall change, and fo indeed not reall in the 
trur ſence; a change from naturall unbe liefe to naturall 

Faith, (for there is a power in nature to believe, which 
either bee afrighted or perſwaded to put forth it ſelfe, 
for its own preſervation; (Nature being convinced of its 
preſent danger, and that there is no May of ſafety , bur by 
believing on Chrift, which Faich muſt bee accompanied 
with love to Chriſt, the truths of Chriſt, the people of 
Chriſt; and that this Iove mult fhew it ſelſe in obedience ; 
Nature Iiay, being convinced of this, does preſently iauſter 
up all its forces ot Faith, love, obedience, layiog them at 

rigs feet co diſpoſe of; it will truſt him, love what be 
will have it love. obey what he will command it, hate what 
he willhave it hate, deny it ſelfe, its own ends, interefis ge- 
there is nothing ſo ſpiricuall, but it will undertake: and gee 
thoroũgh after its manner rather then periſh : and aA? 
what is this ? All chis is but nature working from its own 
principle, with its own power, to its own end. There 
is no new birth neceſſary to all this, though all this 
doth alſo proceed from a new birth (where it is ) af 
ter more a excellent manner then nature can at- 
taine to. « TER. | | 
But: now, that which is borve ( or begotten ) of the Sh 
rit is Spirit; that which the 2 begets, which the ſpirit 
383 is ſpirit : That Faith, that love to Sod which hee 
breathes into à man, chat is truly ſpiritua ll. If a mane 
beart bee changed; not by reaſon 5 net by the poet of 
Miracles, but by him, by his indie power}, then: the 
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106 A Touihſtone or Tryall Faith. 
change. is true and ſound : As it is the ſpirit who be- 
gets, ſo that which is begotten by him, with that water 
which he uſeth in his act of generation, is a true and ſpiri 
tuall birth. Root 43 een et 3 74 1 fl 2 

There are three particulars which diſcover the reality 
1 things, as well as of other things. 

The originall from whence they come, 2 the nature where- 
of they are, and 3 the effects which they produce. Eve - 
ry ſpirituall thing it commeth from the ſpirit, it is ſpiri - 
tnall it ſelfe, and it werketh ſpiritually, there is a true tin · 
Qure of its nature, and of its originall in every effect ir 

reduceth : As every naturall man is begotten dy a man, 
bach the nature of a man in himſelfe, and acteih like a 
man, worketh-chejoperations'of a mam: So every new man, 
every ſpirituall man is begotten by the ſpirit, bath the nature 
of the ſpirit in him, and diſcoyereth his nature and originall, 
in every one of his r mot ions and actions. His 
Faith, his love, every thing in him proceeds from the ſpirit, 
partakes of the nature of the ſpirit, moveth and acteth ſpi- 
ritually. | 
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The former of theſe, Chirſt argues the truth of the new - 


birth from, in this place, its comming from the ſpirit, hat 
which is born of the ſpirit i ſpirit. What ever the ſpirit work · 
eth in a man, is truly ſpirituall; chat light he ſhews, is true 
ſpitituall light ; that grace he gives, is true ſpirituall grace; 
chat change hee makes, is a true ſpirituall change: bur all 
other changes are but counterſers of that true ſpirituall ene, 
which he alone can make. | * 
And this may fhew us the reaſon why there are ſo many 
changes in this flitting age; it is becauſe moſt men are 
changed by the fleſh, the greateſt power of fleſh Rill 
changeth them : A ſtrong O bjection which they cannot 
anſwer, will Rartle any man that is changed by a power 
of flcſh. Hence men take u 3 to day, another 
to morrow ; now acknewledge this or that for a truth, by 
and by it is falſe, then true againe; why ? becauſe they ſee 
not.chivgs by che Jight of the fpirit hich never varies , but 
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4 Touchftone'or Tryall of Faiths 21 
by a force of argument, by a power of reaſon which ſome- 
times appeares f ronger, ſometimes weaker , ſometimes grea- 

ter, ſometimes leſſer; bur a ſoule whoſe light is changed, 

whoſe praQiſes are changed by th: ſpirit, chat change te · 
miineth good, let all che winds and guſts of arguments blow 
never fo tironely. 

Take heed therefore of changing your apprehenſionsor 
practiſes about any thing, vill you can ſay che ſpirit change 
eth them, elſe it will be dues fleſhly caange. 

What further remaines, but that every one that loveth his 
ſoule ſhould lay this to heart, and conſider thoroughly ac- 
cording to the weightineſſe and Importance of it, how it is 
with him ? what that religion is, whereupon he groundech 
his hopes, what oy! feeds his lamp, whence his Faith, his love 
came, and of what rank and kind they are. And not to 
doe this flightly, or determine ſuddenly (as is moſt uſuall 
with men in matters of Religion ;) but, as on the one hand, 
to be thankfull unto God for, and make much of che leaſt 
hope (which is not every ones lot; ) fo on the other hand, 
not to reſt ſatisfied or let God alone, till he hath brought us 
to an abſolute certainty; then and not till then we may ſafe» 
ly without hazard give over the debate of this queſtion, 
And though we may perhaps be a long while befere we at - 
taĩne it, yet if God carry on our hearts in the purſuite, we may 
meet with ſweet pledges and refreſhings in che way, as may 
mueh mitigate Gods ſeeming tediouſneſſe in deferring our 
full ſatisfaction herein. And indeed, though God leads 
his people in ſuch harſh and difficult wayes to the eye of 
ſence and reaſon, as would affright any carvall heart; yet 
he hath withall ſuch ſweetnings to mingle with them, ag 
maketh them very paſſable to all whom he leads through 
them: Egypt, che — of it be can make telerable; 


The Wilderneſſe, the intricacies of it he can make a plaine 
way through; Canaan, the high Wals and ſtrong enemies 
thereof, even the children of Auack, 'whoſe very fight: 
firikes — he ean make conquerable to his Chriſt and 
to his ſeed. 33 (11 EO 
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Onely take beed of ſuddenneſſe, of ſudden judgement. Men 
that are apt to be ſudden, are as liable to deceſt, and com + 
monly are deceived, eſpecially in abſtruſe and difficult ca ſes; 
he that will give ſentence at firſt dafh ,; witheur-weighiog 
the matter thoroughly, and the ſeverall circumſt ances of it, 
may eafily erre in judgment; and an error herein is of no 
ſmall concernment; there cannot be a worſe and n ore dange- 
rous miſtake. i een ede | 

There are two forts of perſons very prone to be ſudden in 
the judgement they paſſe on ſpirituall things, and their own 
eſtate in ſpirituall things. | | 

The weak and dark Chriſtian, whois ready ſtill through his 
fear which ever accompanies wesknes, & darłnes to conclude 
all againft himſelſe: and the ſlight and faperficiall Cnriſtian, 
who never thoroughly looked intoſpirituall things; nor hath 
been well verſed in the deceits about them, he 1s apt to take 
the likeneſſe and appearance of every thing for the thing it 
ſelfe; and to conclude all for himſelfe with as great couſi- 
dence , as the other thruſis all from himſelfe with over - much 
diffidence. His „nols bot, „iz! 

The former, lay any promiſe before him; he will ſay it be · 
lengs nor to him: bring him to any cryall, he is preſencly caſt: 
Try his Faith; alas ! there is nothing but unbeliefeto be found 
in him: Try his love, it is but n naturall affectioh: Try bis o- 
bedience, it is but forced by tlie command: Try his upright= 
neſſe, why, there is nothing more deceitfull then his heart - 

The latter, he is in a clean conttary poſture 2 Mention any 

romiſt, he can preſently lay hold of it, it belongs to him, and 

can ſuck a great dea le of ſweetneſſe ont of it ꝛ Speak of 

Faith , why he hath ir; he knowes that he is undone with-⸗ 
out Chriſt; und that he is the only way to life, ſuch as believe 


on him fhall be ſa ved, and him hath he truſted with his ſoul: 


Tell him this Faich muſt he wroaght by God, hy he knowes 
that no man can work. it himſe lte, it is the gift of Gd 
Tell Nim it muſt be a ſpirienall Puith, hee knoest hat too, 
grace is! ſpirtuall. Name any chiog elſe, ſo ſosne as 
you have ſpoke it, ke hath it; Speak of love, either to God — 
20 by: the 


Es a Ce Son's: Wen R MP 


A Touchſtone or Tryall of Faith. ug 
the brethren, his heart will preſently witneſſę to him that he 
doth love both God andthe brechren, and it is a ſincere 
love, not for any hy · ends in one kind or other: Come to 
obedience ; he holds ſound there too; he obeyes the will of 
God, at leaſt in deſite and endeavour ; he performes duties, 

he ſtrives againſt his corruptions; nay , and hee doth not 
this in in a legall way, as thinking to be ſaved hereby, hee 
knowes he muſt be ſaved by Chriſt alone, by Faith in him: 
and for hit heart, though he faile in many things, yet hee 
bleſſeth God that it is u right, and he knowes God it merci 
fall ro pardon his failings, and accept of his integrity: So 
that he hath no cauſe to feare or trouble himſelfe about any 
thing; for he is ſure what ever may befall him here, it will 
be well at laſt, and ſo he is at reſt, FS 
Now both theſe are commonly miſtaken : Tue former; for 
the promiſes many times belong to ſuch a ſoule, though hee 
cannot apply them; and hee may have true faith, and 
true love, and true bed ence, though he cannot ſee it: The 
ſeed may bee ſown in him, and grow up in him, though hee 
know not how , and ſo cannot acknowledge it; and he is 
not to be blamed for not acknowledging it (for how ean he 
till-hee know it? ) nor for ſuſpecting it; but only for ſuch a 
ſudden and poſitive determining of the contrary, which hee 
hath as little if not leſſe ground for, then ſor his ſuſpition. 
And for the latter, The promiſes doe ſeldome belong to 
ſuch a perſon: The promiſes doe not ſo eaſily meet with and 
melt into our ſpirits, as ſuch kindof language implyes; and 
for his Faith, his love, his obedience, his uprightneſſe, they 
may be but of the fiamp of nature; and if they ſhould meet 
with ſuch tryals and blaſts as God hath generally appointed, 
and doth ally prepare for his, they would ſoon diſcover 
themſelves. « ri, 
Now marke the danger of each: The former loſeth 
his peace, his comfort; The latter his ſoule, if hee be de- 
ceived; and both by the ſame miſcarriage, their forward - 
neſſe and ſuddennefle in judgement ; the one determines - 
for himſelfe, the other againſt himſelfe, upon their own 
imagination. 
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1 imagination and iapprehenſion, before they have the thin 
3 laid before them i and opened to them, which they ſhoul 
E judge; or the light held to them, by which they ſhould 
92 judge; The one determines againſt his Faith, The other for 


5 his Faith; and yet neither kuowes what Faith is, and they 
: both doe it by their own reaſon, which is no true light to 


diſcern or judge ſpiritualithings by. _ ; 
It were a mote modeſt and ſutable action for: either, to 
bewaile their own ignorance with a ſence of their need of 
* underſtanding and — ce thing, and to pray and 
" wait for light and help frem him by whom it is cleere- 
iy diſcerned, and who can make it diſcernable. unto 
, them. . | | | 


Spiritual Practiſe 
CHRISTIANS 


I N 
The Primitive Times: 


Wherein 
| Are contained the ſweet goings "OY 


of life in the ſoule which is en- 


ſtated in Chriſt, and in the 
ſweetneſſe and clearneſſe 
of the G O'SP EL. 


Aving laid down the tryall of a Chrikinn i it the - 
fore - going Treatiſe, it may not be amiſle to adde 
| ſomewhat concerning the Practiſe of a Chriſtian, 
(as it was caft in upon reading - the Epilie to the 
beßan 8 ſome. part 2 che Rule whereby their practiſe 


was, 


„ ThoShiriteallTrallifu of Chriftiant 
' was ſquared, which in that Epifile reſolves it ſelfe into tbeſe 


_ 

3 — 3 
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x To ſuek in the ſweetneſſe of the Goſpel, _ __ 
2 To admire God and Cheiſt who have been ac the ffeat 
colt to purchaſe and prepare this feaſt of fatneſſe and fweer- 
neſſe for the foule, ® _ ; 
3 To walk worthy of this his his goodneſſe: And 
4 To ſtand upon our guard that wee bee not driven from 
it, — enjoying the ſweetneſſe of it, from honouring God 
with it : This is the path whereinto Chriſtiaus then were led, 
and wherein they walked. ä Wy | 
1. To ſack in the ſweetneſſe of the Goſpel, to be ever 
feeding upon Chriſt ; to be ever delighting in that glorious 
ſtate, and in thoſe glorious priviledges God hath beſtowed 
upon us in Chriſt; and this is to bee done two wayes. 
I. By conſidering the mercies and priviledges we have 
in Chrifſts As | | 
Firſt, we have redemption, pardon of ſinne in him, we are 
bought from our captivity and miſery by his blood, we are 
waſhed from our ſinfulneſſe, from our fi lthineſſe by the fame 


blood, Epb. 1.17. 


Secondly , we are made ſonnes and have à ſonne· like 
inberitance; vrt are made Gods portien, and God is made 
our portion, verſ.5. & 11. : | 

Thirdly , we have all we ern deſite in this life, we have 
acceſſe to God for any thing (Chap.2.18.8 Chap. 3.12.) 
who will bee ſure to doe every thing for us we need, freely, 
and to put us upon praying for every thing wee need, 
and alſo upon believing — waiting, that we may miſſe 


of no merey his grace hath deſigned us; God will take 


care of us as of his own houſhold, Chap · 2. 19. He will be 
as ſure of our growing up, as he is. of the foundation he 


has laid to 8 verſ. 20. 21. N 


II. We further 1u 


1. et the Goat in, and better relliſh the _ 
neſſe of the Goſpel by comparing our preſent ſtate with our 

former: We were dead, but * "We were darkneſſe 
but now ate light; We werecurſed with all ſpirituall curſes 


in 


_ e 0 
in eg; but noware bleſſed with 21, ſpixituall bleſſings 
in Chtift';” Wee Were without God, withqut hope, 
3 59 to life and blefſedneffe; but now wee ate in 
Sod and” ful 6f hope, and evety way nigh unte him , 
and: every excelleticy i in "him, Ehip. 2775 & eke ttz 
2. To admite that Tod and that Chriſt — have 
done this fot us, who have made ſuch a bees change 
in our . 


1 Admire that great love wherewich.they laden 
was working from all eternity to effect that for us, 
which now they are carrying on amaine, hag. 4. 
Chap. 3.19. 

2 Admire that abundane ke that has: es no 
ſpare of any thing for us, but has n fully according 
ro the ſtrength of love, Chap. 1 1.7. C 35757. There 
were but two pretious lives, The life 25 od, and the lie 
of Chriſt; and grace hath given us them both: To xeco- 
ver us from death;chelife of Cas cat Stwen for us; ; and to 
keep us in life, the life of God is given to us. 


3 Admire that rich mercy wherein all our former linges, 
and every dayes 1 9 even . againſt Chrift and his 
pretious Goſpe), and God our Father And the N Spit, 
are'contifnrally buried, Chap, P.2<4+ ; . 

4 Admire that varus: FIVE manifold, that oo 
ovpie, (Chap. 3-10.) which laid all the plot of love, and which 
wotkech dup daily” more and more into the hearts G 
Aare bes fred ee e 
all the pu n our felves, in t yer! 3% 1 
all — in the Yaricties To e * * all 
almoſt dilter us, that though we are mas under 


every ching; and in danger by every thing... yet we loſe . 


we 3 9 N wit 
Admire Gin Wer V F anflaced.” 
We Gin 8 f. PIR Ig. 1 885 us from 

ha back againe, 21 is 21 might 7 working in us 2 
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: raiſe us up to further degrees of perſection, Chap. 1. 19. 0 
eee er che Gg ade (Oh 

3. To walk worthy ofthis bleflcd Goſpel ſiate (Chap. 4. 1.) 
eee car Fate p avis i our en * — 
we have ſo cnany pretious priviledges at preſent, and he 
for the future ; wherein we profeſle * 8 
world, and to all the powers of nature in our ſelves too,) 
to live like men that live upon a new principle, frem God, and 
in God, and to God. e 

Walking, it notes our whole courſe, all the ſervice wee 
are now to perform to Chriſt , whoſe we ate, and whom 


alone we ate now to ferve; in care over our own hearts, 


in all duties of worſhip , in our callings , in our converſe, 
/ / 20EDnts C0t | 
This walking worthy , priveipally, appeares in our man- 
ner of Ai tonarns men „ whereof there are three 
ſorts. oth 1 2 
1 Our fellow - Chriftians, 2 the World, and 3 Perſons 
chat ſtand in outward xelations to us. | 
Firſt, Our fellow - Chriſtians, and ſpecially thoſe in Church- 


' Communion with us, for they are thoſe God hath more ſpe- 
cially ſet us to walk with, they are thoſe with whom we 
are chiefly to worſhip , and whom we muſt cſpeciall love, - 


and of han wee muſt 'eſpeciall take care, and watch 


Now the manner of our acting cowards them, mul! bee: 


1. With all banblevefſe and weekweſſe with low. thoughes | 


of our ſclves, and in n meet manner, Chap. 4.4. 


2. With leg. ſuffering . forbearing ove avocher in love | 


verſ.a. We muſt not be apt to apy injuries, or ſeek re- 
- — wer for injuries, but fuffer long, forbeare one 
2 ; and not fimply becauſe it is the will of Chriſt 


(who hath forbern us much, and forgiven us much) chat 


wee ſhould fodoe, but from the love we beare one to aer, 


189898 . 2 £ A * + . "2. v* & 4 A. 4 * 0 
from a tender brotherly affectiea, and in a tender brorher- 
"x | k 4 as 24 ut, . + 2 23 2 x 4 — 
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ly manner , 
ers mh : | 3 T 


yes broken to che 
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3. The Apoſtle tells us what ſhould be our great aime 
and endeavour in our actings ene towards another, verſ. 3. 
| To keep up unity, the unity of the ſpirir, to keep irinthe 
E bond. of .peace, exdravonring to keep the” unity of the Spirit in 
. the bond of peace; we muli not keep a ſinfull unity, a carnall 
unity in” the bond of peace; no, the bond of peace muſt 
bind up no ſach unity in it, but there muſt be warre wich, and 
oppoſition againſt, all ſuch unity; but the unity of the ſpi- 
ru, that unity the foundation whereof God hath laid amony 
us, (who hath made us perfeRly one in ſpiricuals) being all 
5 of che ſame body , having all the ſame ſpitit of life runni! 

- ih us, having all the ſame hope to attaine the ſame end, a 
the ſame Lord to ſerve, all the fame way of union with him, 
ſubjection to him, and owning of him, all the ſame God and 
Father who begate us all, verſ. 4:5, 6. to which miglit bee 
added, wee have all alſo the ſame enemies and the ſame 


dangets. 
| Now God having laid ſuch a foundation of unity in all 
8 our ſpirits, we muſt endeavout to keep up unity ſo farre as ic 
f is ſpirituall, and not to rent one from another, in that where · 
| in God hath made us one. | | | 


| Hambleneſſe,takes away (be root of contention, (which is 

the bane of all ſocieties, quickly eating out both the ſweets 

| neſſe and beuefit of them) for chat ſlill flower from pride; 
pride begets, pride feeds contention; A man that has Jow 

| thoughts of himſelfe, bas little minde to contend; It is 

5 height of ſpiric that blowes up the fire of contention, 

|  Meekneſſp, takes away the occafion of contention, which 


ariſes much from. a. rough haiſh manner of :exprefſien; a 
meek ſpiric as it ſeldome cakes:accafion of comention, but 
quietly lets it paſſe, fa it ſeldomes giveFothers'gccafion to 
! | | 3 EPR As bo a "dean 
LToeng- ing aua forvearanee, a ſtap to the 0 
gart f en, when — — 123%. nn 
| But beſides all theſe; there muſt be an endeavout, an in- 
| duſtry uſed to keep up true and ſpirituall unity 
4. The Apolile direAs Wr uſe of our we” ; 
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gifts proſitably, according to the end for which they were 
- given, which is, not to ſet up our ſelves by them, bur to 


ledge, and that 
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| r up one another in Faith, in know - 
we may in all things grow up into Chriſt 

the head, verſ. 7. to 16. | | 
Secondly, The World; towards ther wemuſt walke wiſc- 
ly, Chap:5.15+ Ent, raking beed of partaking with them 


in anyevill, nay, of countenancing the leiſt evill in them, 


Chap. 3. 17. Chap. 5 . TI. Secondly, redeeming the time from 
them as much as may be for cenyerſe with God. Third- 
ly, doing as much good as we can to them while we are with 


them; both which are included in that phraſe of redtem- 


ing the time, verſ. 26. F163 2% RA: | 

Tbirdly, thoſe in neare relations to us, whether brought 
home to Chriſt, or in their naturall condition, we are to ob- 
ſerve the ſtrict Law¾es of that relation we ſtand debtours to 
them in, which wee are not to faile in towards them, bee 
they ſuperiaur or-inferiour ; how ever they act towards us, 
Chap. y. verſ. 225 e the end ofithe Chapter, and Chap. 6. to 
verſ. 10. Our engagement to Chriſt does not ſer us free 


enemies, ty, 
temptations Toes 85, 
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m the Primitive Times; 3r 
have an underſtanding ready to put forth it ſelfe, knows 
ing how to carry it ſelfe; how to obey , how to ſuffer ; 
how to embrace, how to reſiſt; and a will graciouſly di- 
poſed to either, whenſoe ver God ſhall call it forth: Our 
loynes commonly are ungirt, our light is to ſeck, our 

race hangs looſe about us, that we are unfic to act for 

God at all, much more unfic to doe it in the face of that 
oppoſition which we are ſtill likely to meet with in every 
ſpiricuall undertaking : And for want of this piece of ar- 
mour, we lie open to our ſpirituall enemies. n 

2. With an holy reſolution to act for Chriſt, according 
to that light hee ſhall give in to the conſcience ; co med- 
dle with no evill, to omit nod duty of any kinde; this 
is that bref. plate that keeps the heart or conſcience pure 
and ſafe, veiſ. 14 when the Devill do:s not finde us re- 
ſolved againſt ſinne, or reſolyed for duties, (bee it how 
it will with us) hee commonly takes us in his ſuare. 

3. With affectiens taken with the ſweet truths of the 
Soſpel (as parden of finne gc. ) and ready to hold out 
cheſs truths for the Goſpel t make out its way into 
mens hearts, verſ. 15. Troubles and afflictions wee meet 
with within and without, will quickly damp our af- 
fe&tion, if they bee not well fenced with theſe, © © © 


4. Wich Faith over all theſe, defendiffÞ®even theſeas well 0 
as our ſelves in other reſpeRts by Faith; by Faith inter po- 
ſing the power of Chriſt between us and every D 5 
\"any other refpefts 3 
chat may: come to ungird us and make us unfie to 48.00 
our holy reſolution for Sod',* td deidtn our af. 


may come to aſſault us in theſe or in any other re 


fetions towards the ſweet truths of the Saſpel When pre 


pare the way for Chriſt, or to wound us with any tempta 
whatſoever; Faith is a true ſhield, ie defends borh the pet 
and che - zeſt of his-armoiit (as we KWA shield 


ſaule, verſ. 16 Alas! we can doe nothing our fees; © 
— — avoid no evill; all our ſtrengch lies ſu truſting Sd 


our. ſelves in every condition, and with every ſpi- 
| E3 __ riruall, 
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rituall advantage and help hee hath given us to manage it 
as he pleaſerh for us. : 125 3 
- 5, Wich hope of ſalvation by grace, both for cterni- 
ty and from any preſent diſtreſſe in GODS time ; Be- 
cauſe many ſeeming miſeries may befall che believing 
ſoule, contradictions to his Prayers , Defires , Faith, yea, 
to all the motions of GODS Spirit in him; hee muſt 
have an helmet of hope, (verſ. 17.) as well az a ſhield 
of Faith: And this will keep up his fpiric, that hee, 
_ not feare looking up to & OD what ever befals 
im, | 

6. With the ſword of the Spiric , the Word of GOD,, 
the living Word,; the Ward which. is Spirit and Life; 
This will 


mour, not put it on, not uſe it; all muſt be done by Prayer, 
by intreating * | 

lieve, wee muſt for Faich; neither can we pray, we 
muſt believe {dk p 


r.. . 


out of our ſelves „or flep the 


UM. 


in the Primitive Tims, 3 
thy ſpirituall employment, thine exſie, 
ment, cafic to thy ſpirit, painefull 
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